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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 3163 
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TAGS: SNAR, EC 

SUBJECT: MONTHLY NARCOTIC REPORT - ECUADOR, APRIL 1974 

1. BREAKTHROUGH OF MAJOR SIGNIFICANCE IN NARCOTICS 
ENFORCEMENT EFFORT IN ECUADOR MAY HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED WITH 
ARREST APRIL 15 OF FRANCISCO ADUM ADUM, NOTORIOUS TRAFFICKER. 
ADUM HAS BEEN LINKED TO OTHER KNOWN TRAFFICKERS AND ALTHOUGH 
USABLE EVIDENCE AGAINST HIM IS BELIEVED TO BE SLIGHT HIS 
CONTINUED IMPRISONMENT, CONFIRMED BY JUDGE WHO REVIEWED 
EVIDENCE MAY 4, IS CONSIDERED ENCOURAGING. 

2. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT ADUM IS WELL-KNOWN TO 
THE POLICE AND OTHER GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES AS BOTH A 
CONTRABANDISTA AND AS A NARCOTICS TRAFFICKER, WE SEE NO 
SIGNS THAT THE POLICE ARE CONDUCTING MORE THAN A PERFUNCTORY 
INVESTIGATION OF HIS ACTIVITIES DESPITE INFORMATION 
PROVIDED TO THEM BY DEA IN GUAYAQUIL. IT IS BELIEVED 

THAT ONE OR POSSIBLY TWO POLICE INVESTIGATORS ARE WORKING 
ON THE CASE AND THESE ARE PROBABLY ONLY PART-TIME. THIS 
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NARCOTICS DIVISION OF THE NATIONAL POLICE CONTINUES TO LACK 
SUFFICIENT FULL TIME OFFICERS. DESPITE PROMISES TO VARIOUS USG 
OFFICIALS, THE POLICE COMMAND STILL HAS NOT ASSIGNED TO 
THE UNIT THE REQUIRED PERSONNEL NOR ARE 
POLICE OFFICERS WHO WERE TRAINED IN THE UNITED STATES 
BY AID AND DEA ASSIGNED TO THE UNIT. LETHARGY, 

INSTITUTIONAL POLITICS AND THE DIFFICULTY OF CHANGING FROM 

OLD WAYS TO NEW CHARACTERIZE THE POLICE APPROACH TO THE PROBLEM 

OF INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS TRAFFICKERS. 

3. STATISTICS FOR THE 1ST QUARTER OF 1974 SHOW 302 
ARRESTS AND 4.25 KGS OF COCAINE BASE SEIZED; 1085.69 KGS 
OF MARIHUANA WERE SEIZED OR DESTROYED, 5 LABORATORIES 
ELIMINATED AND 100 OPIUM PLANTS SEIZED OR DESTROYED. 

4. CONSTRUCTIVE EDITORIAL ATTENTION TO THE PROBLEM OF 
NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING AND NEWS STORIES OF ARRESTS AND 
SEIZURES CONTINUE TO INCREASE WITH FAVORABLE EFFECT OF 
INCREASING PUBLIC AWARENESS OF PROBLEM IN ECUADOR. 
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